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Nursery - more child led with in the moment teacher opportunities 

Marvellous me Festivals, family, 
celebrations 

Heroes Growing Animals Journeys 

Development Matters linked to Design & Technology: 

1Communication 
and language 

2 Personal, social 
and emotional  

3 Physical 
development  

4 Literacy 5 Maths 6 Understanding 
the world 

7 Expressive art 
and design 

Vocabulary 

Longer sentences  

Point of view  

Organisation 

Select resources 

Member of 
community 

Find solutions 

independence  

Larger muscles 

Gross 
development  

Remembering 
sequences  

Using one handed 
tools, pencils and 
dominant hand 

Fine motor skills 

 

Print has 
meaning 

Phonological 
awareness  

Link numerals 
and amounts 

Solve problems to 
5  

Explore shapes  

Compare shapes  

Materials  

How things work 

Developing own 
ideas of materials 

Join materials  

Draw with 
increasing detail 
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Reception - becomes more adult led with a specific outcome.  Increasingly directed toward an outcome.  

All about me Our wonderful world Special people New life Animals Journeys  

Development matters linked to Design & Technology: 

1Communication 
and language 

2 Personal, social 
and emotional  

3 Physical 
development  

4 Literacy 5 Maths 6 Understanding 
the world 

7 Expressive art 
and design 

Vocabulary in 
different contexts 

Well formed 
sentences 

Point of view in 
detail  

Organisation and 
consider how 
things work 

Select resources 

Member of 
community and 
valuable, respectful  

Finding solutions 

Independence with 
resilience and 
perseverance in 
face of challenge   

Larger muscles 

Gross development 
- revise and refine 
and overall body 
strength 

Remembering 
sequences – 
developing further 

Use one handed 
tools, pencils and 
dominant hand - 
develop and refine  

Fine motor skills 

Read letters and 
blend sounds into 
words 

Write short 
sentences  

Letter formation 

Phonological 
awareness - 
development 

Link numerals 
and amounts 

Solve problems  

Explore shapes  

Count objects  

Subitise  

Explore 
compositions 
to 10 

Compare 
length, weight, 
height 

Materials  

How things 
work 

Explore natural 
world 

Describe, see, 
hear, feel 

Seasons 
changing 

Own ideas of 
materials – 
developing 
further 

Join materials  

Draw with 
increasing 
accuracy - 
develop 

Share resources 
and develop skills 
further 
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 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Topics 
 

Cooking and 
nutrition 

Smoothies 
 

Structures  
Free standing 

structures 
 

Textiles 
Fabric faces 

Textiles 
Hand puppets.  
Running stitch 

 
Cooking and 

nutrition 
Salad 

 
Mechanisms 

Slides and levers 

Mechanisms 
Levers and 

linkages 
Gift card 

 
Textiles 

Pencil cases 
Running stitch 

 
Cooking and 

nutrition 
Savoury foods.  

Green juice 

Cooking and 
nutrition 

Bread with 
savoury 

ingredients. 
 

Structures 
Let’s go fly a kite! 

 
Textiles 

Bags design 
Running and back 

stitch 
 

Textiles 
Sewing running 
and cross stitch 

 
Cooking and 

nutrition 
Savoury tart 

 
Computer 

systems/structures 
3D modelling 

Structures 
Playgrounds 

 
Textiles  

 Book/phone 
cover 

 
Cooking and 

nutrition 
Seasonal foods.  3 

course meal 

 
Knowledge cooking: 

Know what a fruit is 
and what a 
vegetable is 
 
Know that food 
comes from plants 
and animals 
 
  

Know that food 
has to be farmed, 
grown elsewhere 
(e.g. home) or 
caught.   
 
Name and sort 
foods into the five 
groups in ‘The 
Eatwell Plate’.   
 
  

Start to know that 
food is grown, 
reared and caught 
in the UK, Europe 
and the wider 
world.   
 
Begin to 
understand how to 
prepare a variety 
of predominantly 
savoury dishes.   
  
 

Develop a 
knowledge that 
food is grown, 
reared and caught 
in the UK, Europe 
and the wider 
world.   
 
To develop how to 
prepare and cook a 
variety of 
predominantly 
savoury dishes.   
  
 

Know that food is 
grown, reared and 
caught in the UK, 
Europe and the 
wider world.   
 
Begin to 
understand that 
seasons may affect 
the food available.   
 
Know how to 
prepare and cook a 
variety of 
predominantly 

Understand that 
seasons may affect 
the food available.  
 
Understand how 
food is processed 
into ingredients 
that can be eaten 
or used in cooking. 
 
 
Know different 
food  contains 
different 
substances – 
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  savoury dishes  nutrients and fibre   
 

Skills Know how to 
prepare simple 
dishes safely and 
hygienically without 
using a heat source.   
 
Developing use of 
techniques such as 
cutting. 

Assemble healthy 
ingredients.   
 
Demonstrate how 
to use techniques 
such as cutting, 
peeling and 
grating. 

Begin to 
understand how to 
use a range of 
techniques such as 
peeling, chopping, 
slicing, grating,  

Understand how 
to prepare and 
cook a variety of 
predominantly 
savoury dishes. 
 
Develop 
understanding of 
how to use a range 
of techniques such 
as peeling, 
chopping, slicing, 
grating, mixing, 
spreading, 
kneading and 
baking. 

Demonstrate a 
range of baking 
and cooking 
techniques such as 
peeling, chopping, 
slicing, grating, 
mixing, spreading, 
kneading and 
baking. 
 

Know how to 
prepare and cook 
a variety of 
predominantly 
savoury dishes.  
 
Measure 
accurately and 
calculate ratios of 
ingredients to 
scale up or down 
from a recipe. 

Knowledge textiles: Begin to identify 
different forms of 
textiles/fabric e.g. 
felt, velvet, cotton.  
 
 
Fabric/paper 
collages.  
 
Woven picture with 
fabric/paper/natural 

To be shown how 
to thread a 
needle. 
 
To develop use of 
running stitch.   
 
 

Begin to thread a 
needle 
independently.  
 
Continue to use a 
running stitch.  
 
 

 
Gain experience in 
applying colour by 
printing and using 
fabric.  
 
Continue to use a 
running stitch and 
introduce a cross 
stitch.  
 

Introduce a cross 
stitch in 
embroidery and 
applique.   
 
 

 
Experiment with a 
variety of 
techniques.  
 
 
Recognise 
different forms of 
textiles and 
express opinions 
on them.  
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materials. 

Skills Use different fabrics 
and materials in 
collages.  
 

To use a running 
stitch.  
 
Stitch two pieces 
of fabric using a 
running stitch. 

Thread a needle 
independently. 
 
Apply decoration 
using beads, 
buttons, feathers 
etc. 

Use a running and 
cross stitch.  
 
Apply decoration 
by printing.  

Use the technique 
of applique to join 
materials for a 
reason. 
 
Demonstrate 
experience in 
combining 
techniques to 
produce an end 
piece. 

Use a number of 
different stitches 
creatively to 
produce different 
patterns and 
textures.  
 

Knowledge structures: Know and use 
technical 
vocabulary relevant 
to the project.  

  Know and use 
technical 
vocabulary 
relevant to the 
project. 

 Know and use 
technical 
vocabulary 
relevant to the 
project. 

Skills Know how to make 
freestanding 
structures stronger, 
stiffer and more 
stable.  

  Develop and use 
knowledge of nets.  
 

 Understand how 
to strengthen, 
stiffen and 
reinforce 3-D 
frameworks. 

Knowledge mechanisms and 
computer systems: 

 Know and use 
technical 
vocabulary 
relevant to the 
project. 

Know and use 
technical 
vocabulary 
relevant to the 
project. 

 Understand 
computers systems 
used for 3D 
printing. 
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Skills  Understand and 
use slides and 
lever mechanisms.  

 

Understand and 
use lever and 
linkage 
mechanisms.  

 Understand that 
mechanical and 
electrical systems 
have an input, 
process and an 
output.  

 

 

Career links: 
Fashion designer  
 

Architect 
 

Tradesperson 
 

Civil engineer  
 

Engineer 
 

Graphic designer 
 

Interior designer  
 

 
 

 


